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PHENYLALANINE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain the title compound useful as a sweetening agent, in short steps in high 
yield, by reacting a specific N~substituted-L-aspartic acid, treated with a dehydrating agent, 
with a lower alkyl ester of L~phenylalanine, and by treating the reaction product with an acid. 
CONSTITUTION: An N(1~methyh2Hower aliphatic acylvinyl or 1 -methyl-2Hower 
alkoxycarbonyl vinyl)-L-aspartic acid or its alkali metal salt is treated with a dehydrating agent, 
e.g. acetic anhydride. The reaction mixture is then reacted with a lower alkyl ester of L- 
phenylalanine, and brought into contact with an aqueous solution containing an acid to make 
the lower alkyl ester of a,fi-L-aspartyl--L~ phenylalanine migrate to the aqueous solution. The 
BHsomer having no sweetness is separated and removed to give the objective aHsomer. 
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